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answers that she cannot tell. They then inform her father,
and to his questioning she replies that she has fallen in love
with a youth whom she has seen in a dream, whereupon he bids
her keep the matter secret. Some time after this Zelikha
again sees the same beautiful youth in her dreams, when,
in response to her entreaties, he tells her that he is a human
being, that he knows her love to be sincere, that she shall
never give herself to any but to him, and that he himself
is in love with her. This second vision sets the girl beside
herself, so that for safety's sake they have to fetter her with
golden chains. Yet a third time her beloved appears to her in
a dream, and on this occasion, when she prays him to reveal
his name and dwelling-place, he tells her that he is the
Grandee of Egypt. This news so delights her that it effects
her cure; she recovers from her frenzy, the golden chains
are removed, and she mingles again with her girl-companions,
but her thoughts are ever full of the Grandee of Egypt.

There now arrive at the court of Taymiis ambassadors
from seven monarchs, the Kings namely of Yemen, Abyssinia,
clraq, Syria, the Prankish Sea, Rum, and Thibet, all of whom
are anxious to obtain the hand of the fair Zelikha, the fame
of whose beauty has spread through all lands. But that lady,
faithful to her troth, refuses to have any dealings with the
envoys when she learns that there is among them no repre-
sentative of the Grandee of Egypt. Her kind father, seeing
how strong is her resolution, sends an envoy to that noble
with a letter in which he says that he has an only daughter,
peerless in beauty, whom the Kings of the earth desire, but
whose heart is set on Egypt, and praying the Grandee to
return a favourable answer. The latter, delighted at the
proposed honour, at once despatches his grateful acquiescence
by carrier pigeon; then dismisses the King's messenger laden
with rich gifts and accompanied by an envoy of his own.